Security and emancipation: The difference between no and never 


‘Be careful how you choose your enemy, for you will come to resemble him. The moment you adapt your enemy's 
methods your enemy has won.’ - Micheal Ventura 


I am paranoid. A personal paranoia which has begotten a professional. I spend my days thinking about how to break the 
systems of engineers, the theses of others, and the boundaries of distinction. I inflict my refined terrible imagination on 
everything to prove that the maxim that was beaten into me that ‘everything fails’ is true. A maxim born of generations 
of trauma. A maxim that came hand in hand with decades of abuse. From my imagination, I am paid to come up with 
solutions to my prophesies. A task that my traumatised mind is well equipped for. An untreated traumatised mind spends 
its time devising schemes to control and regulate the world around it so it never has to experience the traumatising event 
again. It wishes that it never has to deal with the circumstances that traumatised it, nor reminders of the traumatisations. 
It is a brain with the amygdala in the drivers seat. A mind without time that never believes that context matters. That the 
traumatising circumstances will always hurt. In short, a mind that is perfect for reactionary politics. 


Having a mind that is perfect for reactionary politics would be fine, except for the awkward fact that all my friends are 
some combination of progressive (each of various ideology that disagree with each other), and/or marginalised in some 
way. A contradiction that has only grown more glaring as I learned to manage my traumatised brain. I swim in currents 
of the never. At this point my being is tattooed with the tools and techniques that ensure that certain realities never 
happen. Realities that would emancipate those that I care about. Realities that would emancipate me. My yearning to 
understand ‘security’ and ‘risk’ has been perverted to abuse others, and entrench structures that harm. So the synthesis 
of this contradiction is a psycho-social series of essays on security from the emancipatory perspective. 


So why right a series of essays on security, when there is so much content out there on how secure oneself? When the 
goal should be to rid ourselves of it? 


Firstly all of the security tutorials are written by and for the technologically literate or former national security 
professionals that transmit uncritically the tools and techniques without considering the embedded ideology of the tools. 
These tools and techniques are to ensure that specific kinds of compromise never happen. They are deployed and 
depend on static hierarchical structures to work. They demand that all social relations be beaten into form that they can 
secure. By accepting the tools and techniques uncritically, we accept the ideology built into them. We accept that never 
and hierarchy are the only ways to be safe, and we are tempted to repeat this ideology within our nascent emancipated 
spaces. We take on the paranoia that the tools are designed to manage. The first goal of this series is to provide the 
metacognition to understand what these tools and technologies ask us to imagine. 


Those that wish to be emancipated have a long history of being brutalised. The traumatic scars burrowing deep into the 
collective and individual consciences. In this desire for liberation to strive for the brutality to never occur again. To 
make sure that those that have oppressed suffer a social death. The tools of security that we must use to wall off our 
fragile spaces, have a habit of whispering in our ears that we can do to them what they have done to us. That the 
oppressor can never reform. To ignore the complex dynamism of individuals, communities, and environments. A 
whisper that comforts us, and feeds the traumatised brain. 


The second reason is a reminder that, while we must pick up some of the tools of the oppressor to better resist their 
violence, we must be able to put them down when they are no longer appropriate. For us to put them down we have to 
be conscious of what we have picked up, and how it whispers. We have to deploy the tools and techniques thoughtfully, 
so we can quieten the whisper as much possible. If we don’t put them down we just end up remixing the oppressive 
structures we are trying to rid ourselves of (looking at you Stalin). 


The use of these tools must be deployed in a way that gives us the ability to know that if a traumatising/comprising 
event, or reminder of one, should occur that we have material and relational structures that can deal with it. That we can 
say ‘not today’. The most important lesson for a trauma survivor is learning the difference between no and never. No 
allows for the possibility of change, whereas never others, and allows for coercion and discipline. A repetitive no is 
required as trauma and fascism are emergent of the overwhelming noise. A noise that makes it impossible to predict the 
outcome of the action. We need the personal and communal ability to be able to deal with the traumatic consequences of 
the noise before they ossify into fascistic and oppressive structures. 


To this end the goal of secure emancipation should not be ‘never again’, but being able to say with the conviction of our 
self knowledge ‘not today’ again and again and again and again... 


